
FAMILY TRANSITIONS

Connecting Communities in Asset-Based 
Community Recovery
by Bob Bertsch, MFLN Network Literacy

The COVID-19 pandemic has presented some 
really difficult challenges, but it also has 
revealed some opportunities for building 
better systems and communities. The Asset-
based Community Recovery (ABCR) 
Framework can help us recognize those 
opportunities and take action to create our 
future.

Inspired by ABCR, the MFLN Network Literacy 
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Coming in July!
Join us and Sesame Street in 
Communities on July 27 for 

a webinar featuring their 
newly launched Racial 

Justice – Coming Together 
activities and resources.

team organized a series of workshops bringing 
military family service providers together to share their stories from the pandemic. Eight 
themes emerged from those stories: ground yourself in your strengths and values; make 
deep connections; adapt, flex, and be resilient; apply technology to community, and 
community to technology; invest time in leisure, in learning, and in yourself; share the work 
(and love); and watch for opportunities to think big and come back later. These themes, 
along with action steps and stories have been gathered in “Connecting Communities in 
Asset-based Community Recovery,” a colorful and informative resource for building 
community assets to prepare for future disasters. 

Support for our MILKIDS
During April, Month of the Military Child, we recognize our MilKids – from their 
resilience to their friendliness. Everything they do is everything to us! 

In April we are honoring military children, and you can too. Here are some ways you 
can participate:  

• Check out the virtual events offered via Facebook: Speakers include best-selling
children’s book author, noted pediatrician, licensed clinical social worker,
national military youth of the year, and more.

• Order an appreciation kit: Encourage the
military families you support to log in to
Military OneSource to access the
appreciation kit that includes a photo
frame, reusable face mask, kids passport
and more.

• Purple Up: Wear purple in April to show
your appreciation for military children. If you’re celebrating virtually, use our
downloadable virtual background for online family get-togethers, meetings, etc.

https://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/family-transitions/
https://www.facebook.com/MilitaryFamilies/
https://twitter.com/MFLNFT
https://www.instagram.com/mflnft/
https://www.youtube.com/user/MIlFamLN
https://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/event/95065/
https://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/event/92165/
https://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Connecting-Communities-in-Asset-based-Disaster-Recovery.pdf
https://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/event/95072/
https://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/event/100138/
https://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/event/95069/
https://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/event/99650/
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/leaders-service-providers/children-youth-and-teens/month-of-the-military-child-toolkit/
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/family-relationships/family-life/month-of-the-military-child/#kit
https://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/2021/04/03/connecting-communities-in-asset-based-community-recovery/
https://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/2021/04/03/connecting-communities-in-asset-based-community-recovery/
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/family-relationships/family-life/month-of-the-military-child/#kit
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/products/month-of-the-military-child-2021-downloadable-virtual-conference-background-933/
https://www.facebook.com/military.1source


This material is based upon work supported by the National Institute of Food and Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the 
Office of Military Family Readiness Policy, U.S. Department of Defense under Award Number 2019-48770-30366.

Sign up for the MFLN Family 
Transitions Newsletter!

The MFRAcademy is now a Course!
by Jennifer J. Chilek, Family & Community Health Program Specialist

Did you know that the Military Family Readiness Academy webinar series 
has been transformed into a series of self-paced courses? It's true. The 
Military Family Readiness Academy series events that were offered as live 
webinars have all been redesigned as self-paced courses that are free for 
you and for your colleagues! And all of the courses offer Continuing 
ducation credit.  Each course is presented in a mobile friendly format. 
That means that you can go through the courses on your phone or 
tablet. You can start the course and then pick up where you left off as 

Featured MFLN Podcasts

Community Capacity Building 
podcasts 

Family Development Anchored. Series

Military CaregivingMindfulness Series
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Food and Nutrition Before, During, 
and After Disasters

Preparing for a Disaster During a 
Pandemic

Surviving the 2020 Pandemic: 
Lessons Learned on How to Best 
Support our EI/ECSE Communities

Featured Blog Posts

Extension Disaster Education 
Network Provides Valuable 
Resources 

Preparing Your Emergency 
Food Stockpile Before the 
Next Disaster

Preparing for Disasters

Featured Videos for 
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Month of the Military Child 
Anthem - We Are Mighty

You Will Always Be Our 
Military Kids

Military Kid Mackenzie

well. The courses contain content from the live presentations, as well as reflective and interactive activities 
that make the experience unique to the course. We hope you'll take advantage of these courses. 

Courses from our inaugural 2020 series Disaster and Hazard Readiness Foundations are open for enrollment 
now and the courses from the 2021 Military Family Readiness Academy series Disaster and Hazard Readiness 
in Action will be open for enrollment very soon. Enroll in these FREE courses. If you need help, you can get 
assistance with enrollment or signups online or email us at milfamln@gmail.com.  

Meet Our Team

Our Sesame Street partners have some 
awesome resources related to health 
emergencies that you can use with the 
military families you work with. Click on 
the graphic.

https://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/people/sara-croymans/
https://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/people/anita-harris-hering/
https://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/people/karen-shirer-phd/
https://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/people/bob-bertsch/
https://forms.aweber.com/form/75/537503675.htm
https://forms.aweber.com/form/75/537503675.htm
https://forms.aweber.com/form/75/537503675.htm
https://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/people/jennifer-rhea/
https://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/people/roseline-anderson/
https://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/event/85668/
https://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/event/92148/
https://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/event/85665/
https://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/community-capacity-building/
https://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/series/mfln-family-development-anchored/
https://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/2021/02/20/extension-disaster-education-network-provides-valuable-resources/
https://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/2021/02/22/preparing-your-emergency-food-stockpile-before-the-next-disaster/
https://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/2021/02/15/preparing-for-disasters/
https://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/2021/03/21/101788/
https://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Health-Emergencies-One-Pager_MFLN.pdf
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/mindfulness/id1356733026?mt=2
https://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/course-help/
https://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/family-transitions/meet-our-team/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eg-QoI46MVM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F0Z3jxV_AD8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=auqMXuMTvB4
https://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/mfra2020/



