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Closed Captioning

Email Us!

If you would like a transcript of 
this webinar, please email us at
MilFamLN@gmail.com

Closed Captioning is 
Available for this Webinar

We are aware that the closed captioning provided 
during the live webinar is not always accurate.

An accurate transcript of the webinar will be 
available at a later date. 
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This material is based upon work supported by the National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the Office of Military Family Readiness 

Policy, U.S. Department of Defense under Award Number 2019-48770-30366.

militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org

Connecting military family service providers 
and Cooperative Extension professionals to 

research and to each other through 
engaging online learning opportunities.
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Purpose	of	the	Juvenile	Court

Youth under the age of  majority (determined state by state) who 
are accused of  committing a delinquent or criminal act are 
typically processed through a juvenile justice system. While 
similar to that of  the adult criminal justice system in many ways, 
the juvenile justice process operates according to the premise that 
youth are fundamentally different from adults, both in terms of 
level of responsibility and potential for rehabilitation.

Delinquency	Age	Boundaries	by	State	
jjgps.org/jurisdictional-boundaries#delinquency-age-boundaries
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Goals	of	the	Juvenile	Court

The primary goals of  the juvenile justice system are:

• Maintaining public safety

• Youth skill development

• Rehabilitation

• Addressing treatment needs

• Successful reintegration of  youth into the community
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The	Fusion	Feed:	
The	Brain	Science	of	Adolescents	
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Did	anything	in	the	video	
change	how	you	think	the	
juvenile	justice	system	
should	operate?
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NCJFCJ	Statements

Resolution	Regarding	Judicial	Training	on	Adolescent	Brain	
Development	(2016)	à ncjfcj.org/wp-
content/uploads/2019/08/regarding-judicial-training-on-adolescent-brain-
development.pdf

Applying	Principles	of	Adolescent	Development	in	
Delinquency	Proceedings	(2107)	à ncjfcj.org/publications/applying-
principles-of-adolescent-development-in-delinquency-proceedings
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The	
Enhanced	
Juvenile	
Justice	
Guidelines
ncjfcj.org/publications/enhanced-
juvenile-justice-guidelines
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https://www.ncjfcj.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/regarding-judicial-training-on-adolescent-brain-development.pdf
https://www.ncjfcj.org/publications/applying-principles-of-adolescent-development-in-delinquency-proceedings/
https://www.ncjfcj.org/publications/enhanced-juvenile-justice-guidelines/
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The	Guiding	Principles
Fairness, Equity, and Procedural Justice

– and –
Pursuit of Excellence

15

15

Fairness,	Equity,	and	Procedural	Justice	

• All members of  the juvenile justice court shall treat youth, families, crime 
victims, witnesses, and others with respect, dignity, courtesy, and cultural 
understanding.

• Juvenile justice court judges should ensure their systems divert cases to 
alternative systems whenever possible and appropriate.

• All members of  the juvenile justice court shall work to promote equity and 
impartiality when working with youth of  color. 

• Juvenile justice court judges should ensure court dispositions are individualized 
and include graduated responses, both sanctions and incentives.

16
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Fairness,	Equity,	and	Procedural	Justice	

• Youth charged in the formal juvenile justice court must have qualified 
and adequately compensated legal representation. In re Gault à
njdc.info/practice-policy-resources/united-states-supreme-court-juvenile-justice-
jurisprudence/in-re-gault.

• The juvenile justice court should understand adolescent development 
and hold youth accountable in developmentally appropriate ways. 

• Juvenile justice courts should render timely and just decisions, and 
trials should conclude without continuances. Why would this be 
especially important for juveniles?

17
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Fairness,	Equity,	and	Procedural	Justice	

• Juvenile justice system staff  should engage parents and families at all 
stages of  the juvenile justice court process to encourage family members to 
participate fully in the development and implementation of  the youth’s 
intervention plan. 

• The juvenile justice court should engage the school and other community 
support systems as stakeholders in each individual youth’s case. 

• Juvenile justice court judges should ensure crime victims have access to all 
phases of  the juvenile court process and receive all services to which they are 
entitled by law.

18
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https://njdc.info/practice-policy-resources/united-states-supreme-court-juvenile-justice-jurisprudence/in-re-gault/
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Pursuit	of	Excellence

• Juvenile justice court judges should engage in judicial leadership and 
encourage system collaboration.

• Juvenile justice systems must have adequate staff, facilities, and program 
resources.

• Juvenile justice courts and juvenile neglect and abuse courts should have 
integrated one family-one judge case assignments.

• Juvenile justice court judges should ensure effective post-disposition review 
is provided to each youth as long as the youth is involved in any component 
of  the juvenile justice system.

19
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Pursuit	of	Excellence

• Juvenile justice court judges should hold their systems and the systems of  
other juvenile justice court stakeholders accountable.

• Juvenile justice court judges should ensure the court has an information 
system that can generate the data necessary to evaluate performance, 
facilitate information-sharing with appropriate agencies, and manage 
operations information.

• The responsibility of  juvenile justice court judges is to ensure the judiciary, 
court staff, and all system participants are both individually trained and 
trained across systems and roles.

20

20
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Which	Guiding	
Principles	are	most	
critical	to	you?

21

21

Additional	Recommended	Practices

Use	of	Fines	and	Fees	for	Youth	à ncjfcj.org/publications/ensuring-young-people-
are-not-criminalized-for-poverty-bails-fees-fines-costs-and-restitution-in-juvenile-court

Shackling	Youth	à ncjfcj.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/regarding-shackling-of-
children-in-juvenile-court.pdf

Recommendations	Regarding	Racial	and	Ethnic	Disparities	à
ncjfcj.org/publications/addressing-bias-in-delinquency-and-child-welfare-systems

Recommendations	Regarding	Gay,	Lesbian,	Bi-sexual,	Transgender	and	
Gender	Non-Conforming	Youth	à ncjfcj.org/publications/access-to-juvenile-justice-
irrespective-of-sexual-orientation-gender-identity-and-gender-expression-sogie
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https://www.ncjfcj.org/publications/ensuring-young-people-are-not-criminalized-for-poverty-bails-fees-fines-costs-and-restitution-in-juvenile-court/
https://www.ncjfcj.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/regarding-shackling-of-children-in-juvenile-court.pdf
https://www.ncjfcj.org/publications/addressing-bias-in-delinquency-and-child-welfare-systems/
https://www.ncjfcj.org/publications/access-to-juvenile-justice-irrespective-of-sexual-orientation-gender-identity-and-gender-expression-sogie/
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Supreme	Court	Rulings

Roper v. Simmons, 541 U.S. 1040 (2005)

Graham v. Florida, U.S. Supreme Court, 560 U.S. (2010)

Miller v. Alabama, U.S. Supreme Court, 567 U.S. (2012)
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Youth	Confinement

• On any given day in 2018, nearly 42,000 youth in the United 
States were confined in facilities away from home as a result of  
juvenile justice or criminal justice involvement.

• Most were held in restrictive, correctional-style facilities, and 
thousands are held without even having had a trial.

• Since 2000, the number of  youth in confinement has fallen by 
more than 65%, a trend that shows no sign of  slowing down. 

24
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The	1-day	count	of	
youth	detained	or	
committed	in	
juvenile	
residential	
placement	
facilities	declined	
66%	between	
2000	and	2018.	

25

OJJDP	One	Day	Count	of	Juveniles	in	Residential	
Placement	Facilities	Demographics	
ojjdp.gov/ojstatbb/corrections/qa08201.asp

25

Juvenile	residential	placement	facilities	
come	in	many	shapes	and	sizes—from	
home-like	settings…
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Image by David Mark from Pixabay

Photo by pasja1000 from Pixabay

Photo by David Mark from Pixabay
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https://www.ojjdp.gov/ojstatbb/corrections/qa08201.asp
https://pixabay.com/users/pasja1000-6355831/
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…	to	prison-like	settings.	

27

Photo from PxHere Photo by DMCA from pxfuel

Image from The Mental Health Crisis in our Juvenile Detention Centers article from Shared Justice, The Center for Public Justice
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Pre-Disposition
In 51% of cases in which the youth was 
detained, the youth was not adjudicated 
delinquent. 

In 19% of cases in which the youth was 
detained, the youth was adjudicated and 
placed out-of-home, 42% were put on 
probation, 26% were dismissed. 

In fewer than 4 in 10 cases in which the 
youth was detained was the youth’s most 
serious offense a person offense and 27% 
of those were dismissed. 

Post-Disposition
Most youth (63%) did not return to juvenile 
court after their first referral. 

More than 6 in 10 youth DID NOT HAVE a 
serious offense in the course of their juvenile 
court “career.”

A small proportion of youth in one study 
(14% of cohort with 4+ referrals) generated a 
large proportion of all the cases. 

Some	Facts	to	Keep	in	Mind

28
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https://www.sharedjustice.org/domestic-justice/2016/8/8/the-mental-health-crisis-in-our-juvenile-detention-centers
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What’s	at	
Issue?

• 80% of  girls  detained report physical abuse and 50% 
report sexual abuse. 

• 60% of  youth in detention do not return to school or 
drop out within 5 months. 

• 1 in 3 youth developed depression after being detained. 

• Roughly a quarter of  children detained are acutely 
mentally ill. 

• 7% of  adjudicated youth in juvenile facilities reported 
sexual victimization in their current facility. 

• 51% reported prior sexual victimization in a prior 
facility. 

• Minority youth are detained at a rate 1.5 times the rate 
for white youth and placed at a rate 1.4 times the rate 
for white youth. 

29

Photo by Pixabay from Pexels
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Poll	Question

Should youth 
committing a status 
offense be detained?

30

30
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Status	Offenders

• A status offense is a noncriminal act that is considered a law violation only because of  a 
youth’s status as a minor. Typical status offenses include truancy, running away from home, 
violating curfew, underage use of  alcohol, and general ungovernability. 

• According to federal guidance, the purpose of  juvenile detention is to confine only those 
youth who are serious, violent, or chronic offenders...pending legal action. 

• Based on these criteria, it is not considered appropriate for status offenders and youth that 
commit technical violations of  probation to be detained.

• Yet almost 4,000 youth are held in detention centers for these same low-level offenses. And 
nearly 2,000 more have been sentenced to serve time there for other offenses.

31
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Youth	Confinement:	The	Whole	Pie	2019
prisonpolicy.org/reports/youth2019.html

32

https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/youth2019.html
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Photo by Pixabay from PexelsPhoto by Kindel Media from Pexels

Long-Term	Care

The most common placement for committed (sentenced) youth is in long-term secure 
facilities, where the conditions of  confinement invite comparisons to prisons. Often 
called “training schools,” these are typically the largest and oldest facilities, 
sometimes holding hundreds of  youths behind razor wire fences, where they may be 
subjected to pepper spray, mechanical restraints, and solitary confinement. 

33
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Deep	End	Commitments

These out-of-home placements often have a deeply troubling track record: high rates 
of  recidivism; exorbitant costs; frequent harm to the health and safety of  the youth 
(and staff) who are confined in them; and poor outcomes in terms of  youth 
development.

34

Photo by Craig Lloyd from PexelsPhoto by Richard Ross from Juvenile Justice Information Exchange
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Photo by RODNAE Productions from Pexels

Photo by RODNAE Productions from Pexels

There are 4 phases to creating a more effective 
approach to juvenile delinquency.  

• Replace prison-like juvenile institutions 
with a range of  interventions and 
programs.

• Reinvest in what works.

• Reduce incarceration steeply. 

• Reform punitive approach. 

35
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What	Works?

Closing and repurposing prisons and detention 
centers, and redirecting resources to serve people in 
their communities: 
Missouri closed its correctional-style “training schools” 30 years ago, 
replacing them with a well-staffed network of  smaller, dorm-like “treatment 
centers” focused on rehabilitative programming. This has become known as 
the “Missouri Model” of  juvenile justice reform. 

36
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What	Works?

Developing programs to safely serve people charged 
with violent offenses in their homes and communities: 
While efforts to reduce adult prison and jail populations generally exclude 
people charged with violent offenses, juvenile justice experts have pushed for 
“no reject policies” recognizing that home-and community-based 
interventions are more effective than incarceration for youth charged 
with all kinds of  offenses. The field has developed evidence-based 
programs that reduce violence and delinquent, criminal, and aggressive 
behavior among youth with “elevated risk levels” — without confinement. 

37
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What	Works?

Shifting funding to develop and expand 
community-based alternatives to incarceration: 
Tennessee committed $4.5 million per year to expand community-based services and 
to provide juvenile courts with more treatment options. Georgia, which created a 
grant program in 2013 for counties that reduce the number of  committed youth, has 
shifted $30 million to community-based alternatives and closed several juvenile 
facilities. This “justice reinvestment” model has been implemented in many states’ 
adult systems as well, but these examples show the value in focusing on “front-end” 
reforms to reduce overall incarceration.

38
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What	Works?

Recognizing and addressing the impact of trauma on 
justice-involved populations: 
An estimated 90% of  justice-involved youth have experienced serious trauma 
in their lifetime. Understanding the impact of  trauma on cognitive 
development and behavior, policymakers and practitioners have increasingly 
called for trauma-informed care — not punishment — for justice-involved 
youth. Making policymakers and the public more aware of  the link between 
victimization and justice system involvement could help shift political winds 
to take a less punitive, and more supportive, approach.
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Juvenile	Offenses	&	Military	Jurisdiction

Exclusive Legislative Jurisdiction – The federal government possesses, by whatever 
means acquired, all of  the state’s authority to legislate without reservation, except that the 
state concerned has reserved the right to serve criminal or civil process. These areas are often 
referred to as “enclaves” and exclusive federal legislative jurisdiction displaces state 
jurisdiction. 

Concurrent Legislative Jurisdiction – The state and federal governments both have full 
legislative jurisdiction. The state has reserved to itself  the right to exercise, concurrently with 
the United States, all of  the same authority.

40

download.militaryonesource.mil/StatePolicy/pdfs/
2022/bestpractices-concurrentjurisdiction.pdf

40

https://download.militaryonesource.mil/StatePolicy/pdfs/2022/bestpractices-concurrentjurisdiction.pdf
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Juvenile	Offenses	&	
Military	Jurisdiction

“The Federal Juvenile Delinquency Act 
severely limits the authority to bring 
juvenile offenses before federal courts, 
resulting in infrequent court adjudication of 
on-post juvenile offenses. In the absence of 
federal court adjudication, commanders at 
exclusive federal jurisdiction installations 
are limited in their ability to handle on-post 
juvenile misconduct. In response, 
commanders at such installations are 
resorting to administrative alternatives, 
including juvenile review boards, to 
address juvenile misconduct.”  
– Major Emily Roman, Where There’s a Will, There’s a Way: Command Authority over 
Juvenile Misconduct on Areas of  Exclusive Federal Jurisdiction, and the Utilization of  Juvenile 
Review Boards, ARMY LAW. May 3, 2015.

41
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Juvenile	Offenses	&	Military	Jurisdiction

When the offense occurs on a base with exclusive 
federal jurisdiction, or at a place governed by exclusive 
federal jurisdiction on a mixed-jurisdiction base, not 
only must there be a showing that the applicable state 
court refuses to exercise jurisdiction, there also must be 
a certification by the Attorney General or designee 
(ordinarily the local U.S. Attorney).

42

42



12/1/21

22

Juvenile	Offenses	&	Military	Jurisdiction

Such a request for appointment of  a SAUSA (Special Assistant United States 
Attorney) may be declined by the U.S. Attorney’s office in the district due to –

• Lack of  resources and sufficient interest, as well as…

• The comparative insignificance of  a juvenile offense in comparison to 
other more serious criminal cases found in federal district court.
• Several of  the military bases with exclusive federal jurisdiction reported 

little to no court adjudication over on-post juvenile offenses (citing the 
local Assistant U.S. Attorney’s lack of  interest and resources in prosecuting 
juveniles). 

43
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Juvenile	Offenses	&	Military	Jurisdiction

When there is exclusive federal jurisdiction and the state will not assume 
jurisdiction over juveniles and the U.S. Attorney is less than forthcoming as 
to certification for transfer of  a case to federal district court, the base 
commander needs to take matters into their own hands. This means the 
development of  an on-base alternative for hearing the case involving a 
juvenile charged with a crime. 

This “juvenile court on post” – depending on the installation – may be 
called a Juvenile Review Board, a Juvenile Disciplinary Control Board, a 
Juvenile Delinquency Program, or a Youth Intervention Program.

44
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• From Hysteria to Hope: Bringing Reason to Sexual Abuse in Childhood

• Understanding Children’s Sexual Knowledge and Behavior from a 

Developmental Perspective

• Considering the Adolescent Brain when Addressing Problematic Sexual 

Behavior of Youth

SBCY	Webinars	Relevant	
to	this	Webinar:	

45
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Air National Guard photo by Master Sgt. David Eichaker from flickr

Questions? 
46
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https://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/event/52244/
https://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/event/100143/
https://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/event/100138/
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National	Resource	Center	on	
Military-Connected	Families	
and	the	Courts	
ncjfcj.org/child-welfare-and-juvenile-law/military-
connected-families/national-resource-center

47
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(775) 507–4797 

Program Director for Juvenile Justice
National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges

cely@ncjfcj.org

Cheri Ely, M.A., LSW
Thank you!

Cheri Ely and 
John J. Romero, Jr.
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Questions?
Email the MFLN FD team at 
mflnfamilydevelopment@gmail.com

Go to the event page for 
evaluation and post-test link.

Evaluation Link

Evaluation & Continuing Education

This webinar has been approved for the 
following continuing education (CE) credits: 

• 1.5 CE from the University of Texas at Austin, Steve 
Hicks School of Social Work

• 1.5 clock hour from the Commission for Case Manager 
Certification

• 1.5 contact hour from the National Council on Family 
Relations to Certified Family Life Educators (CFLE)

• MFLN certificate of completion also available! 

Event Page: 
militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/event/101310
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Recently Archived Series Webinars
• Culturally Competent Responses to Youth with PSB

• Understanding Children’s Sexual Knowledge and Behavior from a 

Developmental Perspective

• Talking with Youth about Sex, Sexuality, and Media

• Modeling Healthy Technology Behaviors for Young Children

• Supporting Youth to Set Healthy Boundaries with Technology

• Understanding Children’s Sexual Knowledge and Behavior from a 

Developmental Perspective

• Considering the Adolescent Brain when Addressing PSB of Youth

• Overview of Treatment for Children Impacted by PSB of Other Youth

• Engaging Families in Clinical Services: A Discussion on Engagement in 

Family Advocacy Settings

• Problematic Sexual Behavior: The Importance of a Multidisciplinary 

Evidence-Based Approach

SBCY SERIES HOMEPAGE
militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/

childsexualbehavior/
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For archived and upcoming webinars visit: 
MilitaryFamiliesLearningNetwork.org/AllEvents

Responsible Behavior with Younger Children: Preventing 
the Onset of Youth Problem Sexual Behaviors

February 24, 2022
11:00 AM – 12:30 PM ET

Event Page:
militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/event/116599

This session will demonstrate how the Responsible Behavior with 
Younger Children (RBYC) prevention program might be used to 
prevent problematic sexual behavior directed towards younger 
children and peers. Continuing education credit will be available!

Upcoming Webinar

51
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Subscribe to Stay Updated!

Topics of Interest
• Early intervention
• Family strengthening
• Prevention & treatment of 

family violence

Monthly Updates
• Upcoming events
• New blog posts 
• Free CE opportunities 
• Support resources

militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/
family-development/stay-connected

Subscribe Today!
@MFLNFD
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http://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/family-development/stay-connected/
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Explore upcoming events, articles, 
resources, & more 

militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org

Connect with MFLN!
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