
Surviving the 2020 Pandemic: Lessons Learned on 
How to Best Support EI/ECSE Communities

The COVID-19 pandemic has illuminated a need for early childhood  
professionals to have a plan for continued service delivery in the context of a 
disaster or hazard. In this panel discussion three Early Intervention (EI) and 
Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE) experts, with significant experience 
working with children and families and as professional development leaders, 
discuss what the COVID-19 pandemic has taught them as EI/ECSE leaders 
and how those lessons can inform preparations for future disasters or  
hazards.

This discussion addresses systemic changes that can be made to prepare EI/
ECSE systems to be immediately responsive to the needs of professionals, 
families, and young children served during and following a disaster or hazard. 
Ways in which EI/ECSE practitioners and Extension educators can prepare to 
provide crucial support to young children with disabilities and their military 
families in times of disasters or hazards also are shared.

Through this session, participants will:
• Connect the ways in which the experiences of the panelists during the first 

weeks and months of the COVID-19 pandemic can help other systems  
prepare for future disasters or hazards. 

• Recognize systemic changes needed within their organizations to  
immediately meet the needs of all stakeholders during and following a 
disaster or hazard. 

• Identify how EI/ECSE practitioners can continue to provide support to young 
children with disabilities and their military families during disasters or  
hazards.

MARCH 24, 2021, 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. ET

Continuing Education Credit: 
The Military Families Learning Network will 
apply for the following Continuing Education 
(CE) credits:

• Early Intervention Training Program (EITP) at 
the University of illinois for providers in Illinois.

• National Council on Family Relations for  
Certified Family Life Educators (CFLE)

Please check the session page for updated 
information on the approval status for the above 
CE credits. 

This session will also offer a certificate of  
completion.

Presenters:

Dana Childress, Ph.D. – During her career 
of more than two decades, Dr. Childress has 
worked as an early childhood special educator, 
service coordinator, program supervisor, local 
system manager, and trainer.

Susan Connor, Ed.M. directs the Early  
Intervention Training Program (EITP) at the  
University of Illinois at Urbana- Champaign.

Peggy Kemp, Ph.D. – As Executive Director of 
the Division for Early Childhood (DEC), Dr. Peggy 
Kemp guides DEC’s strategic direction and  
oversees daily operations.

This material is based upon work supported by the National Institute of Food and Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the 
Office of Military Family Readiness Policy, U.S. Department of Defense under Award Number 2019-48770-30366.

Session Page:
MilitaryFamiliesLearningNetwork.org/Event/92158/

Register for this Session!
This series builds on the basic  

concepts of disaster and hazard  
management, including impacts and 
responses, planning, collaboration,  

and mitigation.

https://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/event/92158/
https://militaryfamilieslearningnetwork.org/mfra2021/#register

