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Moral Injury: Suicide Risk, Survivor’s Guilt,
& Other Clinical Manifestations
This presentation begins by briefly reviewing the definition of moral injury and describing a theoretical model that highlights some of the
clinical manifestations of moral injury. The relationship between moral injury and suicide risk will be described, and recent studies on suicide
risk will be reviewed. The relationship between survivor’s guilt and moral injury will be discussed, including highlighting how it differs between
moral injury and PTSD. Self-forgiveness will also be highlighted as an additional clinical manifestation of moral injury. A brief case example
demonstrating these moral injury clinical manifestations will be presented, including a brief discussion of appropriate treatments.
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• The MFLN Military Caregiving concentration will
apply for continuing education (CE) credit from the
UT Austin Steve Hicks School of Social Work for
credentialed and licensed professionals (social
workers, LPC, LMFT).

Shira Maguen, Ph.D. is the Mental Health Director of the Post-9/11 Integrated Care
Clinic and Staff Psychologist on the Posttraumatic Stress Disorder Clinical Team
(PCT) at the San Francisco VA Health Care System (SFVAHCS), and Professor in the
Dept. of Psychiatry, UCSF School of Medicine. Her research interests fall under the
umbrella of PTSD, moral injury, and suicide, and include risk and resilience factors
in veterans, with a particular focus on female veterans.

• This program has been submitted to the Commission
for Case Manager Certification for approval to provide
board certified case managers with 1.0 clock hours.
• This program has been approved by the National
Council on Family Relations (NCFR) for 1.0 CE credit
for Certified Family Life Educators (CFLE).
• Certificates of completion will also be available for
participants interested in receiving training hours.
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