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“Empowering the next generation through the shared-reading experience” 
 

Betty J. Mohlenbrock, M.Ed. is an educator, reading specialist and Founder/President of 
Reading Legacies, a nonprofit organization established as a California corporation on June 17th, 
2009 and received its 501(c)(3) status on January 6th, 2010.   
 
The programs of Reading Legacies are designed to empower children and youth as valued 
family and community members through intergenerational shared-reading experiences. 
 
As Founder and Chair of the Board of her first nonprofit organization, United Through Reading 
(formerly Family Literacy Foundation), Betty designed and implemented a variety of programs 
benefiting over a million children, youth, and family members during the twenty years of her 
leadership there.  This extensive experience in the design of programs with educational and 
emotional benefits to the participants continues to be her passion and mission in life.  She 
believes there is much work yet to be done in our country, and to that end, has established 
Reading Legacies.  
  
Born and raised in Urbana, Illinois, Betty earned her bachelor’s degree in liberal arts and her 
master’s degree in reading and literacy at the University of Illinois. After graduating, Betty 
taught elementary school for three years, and then tutored students in her home. Based on this 
background in education and a strong belief in the importance of family bonds and 
relationships in growing healthy children and youth, her program designs have provided the 
following solutions to various societal obstacles.  
 

 In 1990, she began a military outreach program utilizing video technology to bring the 
visual image and voice of the parent into the home while separated from the family at 
home.  In 1993, a Navy study was conducted for the Bureau of Naval Personnel and in 
1998 an Operational Evaluation for the U.S. Navy was conducted.  The program was 
provided through a contract with the Center for Career Development (Navy Personnel 
Command), where the program could include participation within major deploying 
commands on a Navy-wide level.  Later, (2003-2004), a contract was entered into with 
both U.S. Navy Fleet Commanders entered to provide the military outreach program to 
deployed personnel and their families. 

 

 In 1991, Betty developed a Read-Aloud Curriculum for parents and family child care 
providers. The program worked with the Department of Social Services, Head Start, U.S. 
Navy, and Public Subsidized Housing sites to give parent workshops.  Its primary 
purpose is to encourage parents who are uneducated and in poverty and may have poor 
reading skills to read to their children.  The importance of the library was emphasized.   

 

 In 1992, a program was initiated by Betty in the public subsidized housing sites.  At-risk 
children were read to by volunteer police officers and retired teachers weekly.  In 1993, 
this program was re-designed to become a youth volunteer program offered at three 
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high schools in San Diego County.  Police officers as well as other adult role models 
became guest visitors once a month in order to share about careers and college 
opportunities after the reading sessions. In 1995, this program was offered in five 
different high schools.  By 2003, program was taken into the Juvenile Community and 
Court Schools within San Diego City School District during class time. By 2006, the 
program was being utilized in 30 different sites throughout San Diego County. 

 

 In 2001, Betty re-designed the workshop curriculum, along with the videotaping 
component utilized in the military outreach and implemented it at Las Colinas Detention 
Facility for incarcerated mothers.  The success of this program grew into numerous 
additional San Diego County Detention Facilities (including the Juvenile Facilities), as 
well as CDCR.   

 

 In 2003, a program designed to bring the extended family relationship into children’s 
lives was offered to grandparents in the local community.  This program has expanded 
into various retirement facilities and libraries in San Diego. 

 
Betty has been recognized nationally for her work and has received numerous awards, 
including the Daughters of the American Revolution Medal of Honor, a national award given to 
a person who has made unusual and lasting contributions to our American heritage, and the 
George Washington Honor Medal from Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge, an organization 
that promotes the education of youth about the rights and responsibilities of citizenship.   
 
She also received the Newman’s Own Award for Outstanding Contributions to Military Quality 
of Life, the Drucker Award for Nonprofit Innovation and the Pageturner Par Excellence Award 
from the James Patterson Pageturner Awards.  In April 2007, she was nominated for the 
prestigious Minerva Award created by California First Lady Maria Shriver.  In 2006, Ms. 
Mohlenbrock met with President George Bush, the senior staff for the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, General Peter Pace, and was honored to have Mrs. Laura Bush agree to serve as 
Honorary Chair of the United Through Reading Military Program.   
 
Betty received the LEAD San Diego Visionary Award 2012, the National Classic Woman Award 
by the Traditional Home Magazine, and the Coronado Legend by the Soroptimist International 
of Coronado, California.  She received the prestigious University of Illinois 2008 Alumni 
Humanitarian Award, the 2008 Woman of the Year for the 74th Assembly District of the 
California Legislature, and The Congressional Medal of Honor Society Community Service Hero 

Award in 2016 for United Through Reading. 
 
In January, 2009, Betty retired as the Chair of the Board of Trustees at United Through Reading.  
In her 20 years leading this organization, she was responsible for raising and managing over ten 
million dollars of community donations with great integrity and wise stewardship. Her mission 
and vision continue into the future through the successful programs continuing through 
Reading Legacies. 


