
Hi everyone, I’m Dr. Kristie Pretti-Frontczak and I want to invite you to the third of four part webinar 

series all about play and so on October 19th, we’ll be talking about when is play more than just playing 

and so the theme of it, of course, is about play and just the critical importance of play in early 

development, but we’ll really be diving deep into this idea of being intentional when we support child’s 

learning through play, but that doesn’t mean we become very directive.  It doesn’t mean that we are 

trying to rush development, particularly our bring brain development.  We are going to really think 

about how do we scaffold and support children in ways that makes them curious about the world 

around them that allows them to feel safe enough to kind of tempt fate a bit and explore outside of 

their comfort zone so they can learn new things, meet new people, and really begin to create neural 

pathways that will lead to success in school, in life, in developing friendships, and getting their wants 

and needs met.  It doesn’t matter; we are going to really think about being intentional and using play as 

the way that children experience the world.  We are not going to try to control it, we are not going to try 

to plan for it, but at the same time we are not going to just let it unfold haphazardly.  It sounds like a lot 

of contradictions, right?   It feels like a lot of paradoxes.  How do we allow children to engage in self-

directed play, particularly for children who aren’t that very much self-directed?  How do we plan for, but 

yet follow their lead?  So we are going to explore these paradoxes to really allow us to be intentional in 

utilizing play as the way that really sparks children’s curiosity, allows those neural pathways to really 

form and strengthen and we are going to do it in a way that we are going to explore five things things.  

What we are teaching or what we are helping other adults know how to teach, when to teach, where to 

teach, what to teach with, and how.  So I often refer to this as a little bit like playing the game ‘Clue’.  So, 

during the webinar on October 19th, we are going to play the game ‘Clue’ a little bit and we are going to 

think about all of those factors.  What are we teaching or how are we supporting other adults to teach 

these things, when, where, with what, and how and when those come together, we can find what I call 

the Goldilocks spot, right, the sweet spot, the zone of proximal development spot.  Does this Goldilocks 

idea of something being just right so on October 19th, we are going to explore how to be intentional, but 

allow children to be self-directed and how to once again ensure that we Peter Pan believe in the power 

of play. 


